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SUBJECT: PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS ENTERING ON B VISAS REF: STATE 70079

1. The Department would like to aert consular officers that guidance found in para 17 of reftdl is
incorrect. The language in the cable states that persons planning to change status in order to study
in the United States had to have informed an immigration inspector at the port of entry of this
intention. This language was based on a preliminary announcement of a policy by INS that was
later rescinded, and never implemented. The previous policy regarding prospective students
remains in effect. They may be issued prospective student visas per 9 FAM 41.61 N13.3. The
Form 1-94 will be notated " prospective student” by the inspector at the time of admission.

2. Posts should till dert initiakattendance students that they may not enter the United Statesin F
status more than 30 days in advance of their program start date. Any incoming students who enter
on a "prospective student” B visa are not alowed to study until their change of statusis approved
by DHS. Students who plan to enter the United States in B status should be cautioned that their
regquest for change-of -status to F might not be approved in time for them to begin classes.
Students returning in F status do not face this constraint, and may return to the United States at
any time as long as they are enrolled for the next academic period.

3. Minimize considered.
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